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THE LIBERATION SOCIETY. 


THE COUNCIL MEETING. 


The annual meetings of this Society were held 
last Wednesday afternoon and evening. The meeting of 
the Council took place at Radley’s Hotel at two 
o'clock, and there was an unusually large attendance 
of members from all parts of the country. Amongst 
those who were present, in addition to the gentlemen 


whose names appear in the proceedings as speakers, 
were the Rev. R. W. Betts, Peckham; Mr. B. 


Abbott, Croydon; Rev. W. Griffith, Derby; Rev. A. 
Tilley, Cardiff; Mr. Philip Ellis, Ossett ; Rev. David 
Lloyd, Hitchin; Rev. H. Richard, London; Mr. 
H. R. Ellington, London; Rev. John Pillans, Cam- 
berwell; Rev. Professor Newth, London; Rev. A. 


Hannay, London; Mr. Stafford Allen, London; Rev. 
Mark Wilks, Holloway; Mr. H. Angus, Great 
Driffield; Mr. Daniel Pratt, London; Mr. Francis 
Clowes, London; Mr. Charles Reed, F. S. A.; Rev. 
Edward White, Kentish-town; Rev. John Curwen, 
Plaistow; Rev. R. Redpath, London; Rev. B. 
Etheridge, Ramsgate; Rev. T. Aveling, Kingsland ; 
Mr. O. Prentice, Ipswich ; Mr. E. A. Briggs, Daven- 
try; Mr. J. W. Buckley, Croydon; Rev. J. Birt, 
Weymouth; Mr. H. Webster Earp, Melbourne; 
Rev. C. Bailhache, Islington; Mr. J. M. Hare, 
London; Mr, William Baines, Leicester; Dr. H. B. 
Underhill, London; Mr. H. Everest, Rochester ; 
Rev. T. Morris, Whitchurch; Mr. John Bennett, 
London; Mr. J. P. Spencer, Bath; Mr. T. Bantock, 
Wolverhampton; Rev. R. Macbeth, Hammer- 
smith, &0o. 

The Chair was taken by Mr. WIWIIAMK Epwarps, 
the Society’s Treasurer, who remarked that, looking 
at the present position of public feeling, he thought 
the Society had every reason to i 
on its position. He himself had never taken 
a desponding view of their work, and still less could 
he do so now. He thought that they had obtained 
a great reward for their past labours. As they made 
further progress, it would, no doubt, be desirable to 
proceed with increased caution. It would be found 
that such persons as were in favour of a State Estab- 
lishment of religion would, as they went on, be more 
and more anxious to retain their position, but he had 
no doubt of their ultimate success. Having directed 
attention tothecharacter of oe hae ne ang 4* 
to the gratifying response 0 
the appeal for increased subscriptions, he called on 
the Secretary to read the report. | 

Mr. Carvett Witiiams read the Report of the 
Committee, of which the following is the sub- 
stance :— , | 

The report, after stating that the facts which it 
embraced probably exceeded in importance those of 
almost any previous year of the Society’s existence, 
referred to the preparation made for the General 
Election :— 

Of the ical issue of this electoral le, as 
seen in * ition of the new tee the 
Executive Committee do not think it needful now to 
speak in more than eral terms, That it does not 

‘include the names of certain of their friends, whose 
presence in the House of Commons would, at the 
present juncture, be of special value, is to them a 
matter of deep concern; but, having regard to the 
public pledges and the political tendencies of those who 
constitute the Liberal majority, it may be expected that 
the new Parliament will show itself superior to its pre- | 
decessors, by making such additions to the statute-book 
as will enlarge the religious liberties of the people. But 
of far greater value is the fact, demonstrated by the 
late election, that invectives levelled at the Society, and 

„ denunciations of its ulterior views,” have failed to 
reconcile the nation to the perpetuation of injustice, or 
to check the growth of a feeling adverse to that 
relationship between the State and religious bodies to 
which the Society has declared itself to be opposed. 

After desori the committee’s preparation for 
action in the new t, the report proceeded :— 

Three months of the Parliamentary session having 

now passed, the Council have a fair opportunity of 
judging of the soundness and cal value of the com- 
mittee’s conclusions, And it 

the 


‘aoe peed thet the pe 
ex excited by the general 
— have been A — of 2 | 


Under the head of Sectarian Oaths and Declara- 
tions, the passing of the Qualification for Offices 
Abolition Bill and the Parliamentary Oaths Bill were 
referred to: 

Both these measures will, therefore, shortly become 

a 


law ; and though the „ hich they redress ma 
be comparatively t, its removal establishes the 
im t principle that lishmen up. enter upon 
public offices, to which they have been called by their 
sovereign or by their fellow-citizens, without acknow- 
ay the legal supremacy of the Church of England, 
or binding themselves to refrain se by 
which that supremacy may be endang 


The following passage relates to Church-rate 
abolition :— 

Both the debate and division on the secondfreading 
of the bill justify the belief that the period is a - 
ing when this vexatious ecclesiastical impost 
to disturb the peace of the parishes, and vainly to con- 
sume the time of Parliament. That the bill which was 
rejected in 1863 by a —— of 10 should in 1866 have 
been carried by a majority of 33 is of itself a fact which 


ditional support given to the measure by Mr. Gladstone, 
on this occasion, which have made memorable this latest 
in the history of the Church-rate struggle. 
That distinguished member of the Church of England 
is now to surrender the power which that 
Church has so long exercised, of compellin 
community to contribute to the maintenance of its 
edifices and worship. He is that compulsory 
taxation for oy purposes—whether as regards 
Episcopalians or Nonconformists — should altogether 
cease; while, in return, he wishes to retain the use of 
parochial machinery for the — — of voluntary rates, 
and claims for those who contribute money for Church 
pu the t of controlling the expenditure, 
without interference from the hioners at — 2 
The committee, while they admit the reasonable- 
ness of this last-named 1 believe that the 
interests of the Church of Eogland would be best con- 
sulted were she to throw herself unreservedly on the 
liberality of her members, rather than rely on the 
ancient method of parochial assessment. There ma 
also be room for * that undue pressure wi 
od 2 . — to bear v 4 ee —4 
un pay the proposed voluntary ra et 
looking to the unquestionable value, both theoretical 
and practical, of the proffered concession—looking also 
to the fact that the suggested arrangement will chiefly 
concern Episcopalians, and will probably be transitional 
rather than permanent, the committee are of opinion 
that it would be in ient to oppose the settlement of 
the question on such a basis— provided that it can be 
effected—as they have reason to hope it may be effected 
—without a compromise of 1 or an undue limita- 
ts. the 


tion of paroch primary object of the 
opponents of -rates can be realised by a method 
lese simple and decisive than their own, but more in 


triumph will lose rone of its lustre because graced by a 


University and College Tests were next dealt 
with :— 

To those who have become weary of this prolonged 
controversy, it cannot but be a welcome fact, that there 
has lately risen into im another question, in- 
volving higher consid ne than those belonging to a 
mere S question whether all the 
advantages to be enjoyed in connection with the national 
seats of 2 > be enjoyed without regard to 
sectarian distinctions, or shall continue to be in the ex- 
olueive on of a particular religious community. 
There is no portion of their past work on which the 
committee look with greater pleasure than their success 
in securing the opening of ord University to Dis- 
senters, and, subsequently, in obtaining for them the 
right to take certain degrees in that of Cambridge. These 
important covcessions of the Legislature have borne 
their natural fruit, in the number of Nonconformists 
who have since become members of the Universities, 
Of these, several have, by their intellectual attainments, 
acquired a claim to the highest honours and the most 
substantial emoluments which Oxford and Cambridge 
bave within their gift. The fact that these rew 
cannot be bestowed upon them, because they are not 
22 has made a dee ie Fan u — an 1 
Uuen growin niversities, Who, 
jealous for the — — 414 of the bodies to 
which it is their pride to belong, have originated move- 
ments the success of which will entitle them to the last- 
ing thanks of Nonoonformists. 


The bills of Mr. Coleridge and Mr. Bouverie were 
described, and the results of the recent division 
ete it being stated of Mr. Bouverie’s bill 
t 


.- Lern by 101 votes, and Was 
defeated by a majority of 56 (157 to 101). In the pre- 
sent session, when for the first time it received the 
active support of the committee, 208 votes were given | 
in its favour, and it was carried through committee by 


g the whole | 


Coase | in 


| 


more stim to 


application of their —— les ve — 


men likely to be quieted 


that the defence 

rested on the fact 

to the Establishment in 
that in 


is in a high degree encouraging to the Society's friends. Referring to the recent debate on the Irish Church, 
| But it is the character the IA. N the oon - the — * 
Have noted with pleasure the em 


of 


Wales, in Soot- 


. must be oppressed for the sake of upholding an 


The action of the committee in regard to the bills 


for’ the regulation of re 


suc 
will prevent the renewal 

pet sy one-tenth of the “> 
the maintenagce of 


country to 


ministers whose ad- 


herents form but a mall minority of the population, 


reportel, Wishing to edopt 


wap yr N 
well-chosen to au 
treatment, as Ball as 1 
ferred seeking the help 
competent 


Society were next 


of several of 


To improve the Society's stock of publications, the 


practical pu of 
lar tracts, d 
pope ealing not merely with the facts 


Establishments, but 


OOO 
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setting forth the general principles on which the 
objectors to such institutions rest their case. They, at 


the same time, felt that the multiplication of publica- 
of this class would leave lied à Want 
wis ‘a bes ens ak Beas Sup 
. 4 
veness, w 


Marx 9, 1866. 


—— — — Q—Ä—rẽ — 


he speaker said he believed the resolution expressed —— for that purpose, which, while acceptable to 
exactly what had taken place daring the last twelve | Episcopali 


shall not oppose the principles, nor violate the 
the. For himeelf, h been struck with the im- rights of Christian willinghood. 
} was ‘het t 


to eaglesias He asked the Indulgence of the Council for a slight 


a 
Liddle rking ol | diversiog from $he order of business. He was extremely 
— " wake Wien — anxious with t to the subject of the resolution 


attention to them, and they eaw that the future welfare | Which had just been carried, that the conference should 
of the country was bound up with such questions, He understand the extent of the obligations they were 
thought that publications . be brought out espe- | under to another committee than their own for the 
cially adapted to such u te of things, It was very M11 that had been made. It had been his privi- 
important, in view of a probable extension of the fran- | lege to be selected as the sole representative of Non- 
chise—(cheers)—that the agg egg should be in- | conformists to sit on the Oxford Committee. He had 


: 


ons 


ald 
that there should be anced some 


literary character and ich 
would address 3 the more educated por - 
tions of society. With that view they have pre 

80 


a small 
which will include a H of the Rise and Progress 
12 — 


dia right iples. . They did not as yet ‘Committee often, and also 
larly en the subject.. State Evia 1 bad, e names Were 
arte ad sam ption of 6 Divine right ” Alis must 1 that 
bat thedry h challenged, the ole 4 liben ntious- 
ling $B in other ways, Na Body o their fidelit — 
ONSIC a. We 


king at t time | the ad been en exa 
or 10 @ pres im¢ biol 


which ‘he 

IN ; | ong the labouring classes as the To a great extent owed the present 

sach A = Cdficiu 086 g They were endeavouring to reach every person, and | position of these questions to these gentlemen, and 

Voluntaries. T appeared to be | by-and-bye they (Dissenters) would be asked what they | there were none amongst them (the Liberation Society) 

essential for the purpose they had in view, vis, a] were doing in the matter? (Hear, hear.) to whom they were more indebted than they were to 

exposition of the whole question in the form | The Rev. Josera FLETCHER Christchurch), in second- | those Oxford gentlemen, and none who took broader and 

of te and of facis, and | ing the resolution, remarked t he was astonished at | deepet Views of goslesiastical yg (Cheers. 

: which would be welcomed 7 those | the labour which the committee had described, and it | With regard to the resolution before him, he had not 

0 desire to interest the 1 a ws a 8 shed was the first business of the Council to express their the slightest doubt that the ages = of Mr. Gladstone’s 

Wn pe err a ! this lang- — approval of the way in which the Committee had abe yee indicated by oo t hon. gentleman’s 

) dt wan resolved to ufer a ptise of Gol. usted the business the past year. (Loud cheers.) | ® beet scanned with both jealousy and anxiety. 

1 ‘the After sdme reference to lamentary questions, the | He wished to say that it was not a compromise. (Hear, 

! : — 3 aker went on to say that it now seemed as though | hear.) It might be consolatory to some Churchmen to 
‘he: he shave “te | te ed of the 


t was sappi foundations | means propriate to its maintenance, and this they 
ment, and if they cou 4 on as they | now to secure. Their principle waa recognised. 


ative call it so, but they (the Dissenters) had gained the whole 

gu Raat 4 — = Be ps oy victory. Their desire bad been to free Christianity from 
earied gh Par 

ey would soon see realisation | He would rather it bad been ohtained in their own. way, 


10 n use a now famous ex- | but they had contended mainly for freedom, and that 
were our own “ and blood,” men like | freedom would be guaranteed. If he were legislating 
1 5 elves, and they would S001, e necessity of | for the advantage of the Church, he should have taken 
ado their views, regard to Ronee reves, he | Mr, Hardcastle’s bill, but the Charch had as yet no faith 
„bad not expected to live to see the day when the author | in her own principles, Mr. Miall went on to explain 
1 of the treatise on Ohuroh and State” would consent | what he judged would be the operation of a bill such as 
| to their abolition; but if Mr. 8 Mr. 1 12 r * ur speech, ee * 
„Miall could agree in a measu 6 t ou ey could accept s a weasure. eers, 

— ** ag one which nid be — 1 by ae. Mr k. K ROM (Bristol) in seconding the reso- 
| , lution, expressed a hope that the measure to be sub- 
The ution was then passed, mitted to Parliament wens not limit any of the pre- 
Me. J. ramon Batt, moved the second resolution :— ent parochial rights of Dissenters, but he left the 

* congratulates Mr. Hadfield, M. P., on the | Matter wit perfect confidence in the hands of the com- 
ture is at length about +o pase the bill re- | mittee. (Cheers. 


functionaries for An animated discussion then took lace on various 
ing the 0 eh. eee and | points connected with the settlement of the Church-rate 
warm thanks of the friends of religious 


of 
do hin uestion., Amongst those who took part in it were 
5 ae penveverance which —.— Mtr. E. Grimwade, Ipswich ; the Rev. I. Doxsey, Cam- 


p 
carry berwell; the Rev. a O. Hutton; Paisley; Mr. S. Cour- 
— * ie Nae el oP aa ie oe mf onl tauld, Braintree; Mr. Potto Brown, N oughton; the 
Abele Kae ‘the invidious and ve one re- | Rev. J. G. Rogers, Clapham ; the Rev. W. Reed, Lon- 
quired v. By find any Dery allegiance ouly. | don; Mr. John Edwards, London; the Rev, Joseph 
Had- | Fleteher, Chriatchuroh ; the Rev. A. Hannay, London; 
ridiculous | Mr. John Templeton, London ; the Rev. J. Compston ; 
i not Mr. Shaw; Mr. Nunneley, Market Harborough, The 
estion of | speakers urged that no parochial righta should be 
the 


come round to surrendered. 
In his o oaths| The resolution then sa with loud cheers. 
netitutions. ian it was Mr. 8. 8 Manon (Wolverhampton) moved the next 
9792 . t the time the 

t duty of the 

twelve | rae t firet | friends of religious equality to Ares their —— 
them, th their K with increased earnestness among all ol asses of the commu- 
of un- ref to the hey wl nity, this meeting warmly approves of the proceedings of thé 

years 


6 

— — b 
ö in connection with the delivery of public lectures 
J — ate 0 ways astonished to tod of tal for the production of volumes, traote, and 

what been — ® encouraged to other bam webs ada Vee i present tion of t 
on, He bhonght that their friends ia the Church were | movement, a e s 
getting Mr. Mander remarked they could only attain their 
wished | object by producing conviction in the minds of the 
had eo He thought that Englishmen were now eape- 
* . Ry energy ane | T — these questions with fairness 
an was ® , 
* 7 1 * speaker review 


21 


2 


ed the circums 
which appeared to render the present time peculiar 
favourable for the discussion of their prineipte, and re- 
and it | commended that the Society should adopt the plan of 
cheers.) | the Anti-Oorn-law League; and send their pablications 
The resolution was then carried. to every elector in the kingdom. 

The Rev, CHaRnius WILLIAMS (Southampton) moved | The resolution was seconded by Mr. Joseph Nunneley, 


the next resolution :~ of Market Harborough, and supported by the Rev. D. 
the Counotl te gueatly enconraged by the increasing | Jones, of Brixton, and carried, | 
favour with which the of Commons has entertained | Thanks to the chair were moved by the Rev, W. 
proposals for the abolition{of sectarian teats in tho University | Reed, seconded by Mr. H. O. Wills, Bristol, and 
and for the carried by acclamation, The proceedings then tormi- 
. — 1 as follows of colleges in both | nated | 
versities. t 6 spirit in which these proposals 4 
have been advocated by many members of the universities, ne 
in a 1— hen all — 4 * 4, * . — PUBLIC ae 
a when ons for thie en 
of learning will be regarded, not as the stronghold of eccle- MEETING. 


monopoly, bat as the inheritage of the entire nation. | The annual public meeting was held in the evening, 
wish — thought they should oongratulate each other on | 1 usual, at the Hanover-vquare Rooms; 


i 


— 


* 


15 
= 
: 


| William 
*. a as Mr. Ooleridve to take charge of Ed warde, Evq., in the chair. Among those who were 
the Tests Bill. It could not possibly be in better en the Er were T. Berna, l. R., AH. Orum- 
ha Tt was aleo a matter of special congratulation | Ewing, M. F.. D. Maclaren, M. B., H. O. Wills, Esq., 


: Esq 
embers of the u ties wero in favour | Of Bristol, James Bell, Esq,, Edward Miall, Esq., 
n . 1 aase Ter keeling Qharles Reed, Esq., Henry Lee, Esg., of Manchester, 
in the Church, in which a was rising who 75 O. H. Apurgeon, Professor Newth, J. Carvell 
as true friends of religio libe as they themselv | „ 8, Esq., Rev. J ° Pillans, Rev. J . Harcourt, Rev. R. 

(Cheers,.) He thought that Churchmen woeld D. Wilson, Rev. Heury Richard, E. S. Robinson, Eeq., 
outstrip them. In his own town there were many | et Bristol, and several of the Society’s leading friends 
uke warm . bhi but there were also many Church from 88 oe There was a large and very re- 
believed that the Liberation yay Aan doing | Spectable audience, 

a 


He hoped they should be able to con-| The CHAIRMAN said that, before he called upon the 
gratulate Mr. Golertage next year on the success of his 8 who were to move and second the first reso- 
measure, ution, he felt it was necessary for him to say a few 
the ) The Rev. JouN M. A. (Stepney), seconded | Words as to the operations of the Society during the 
the resolution. He called especial ort oer to Mr, | Past Aeatz * this was rendered 1 ＋. ause their 
Bouverie’s bill, which would undo the work of the Act onstitutton differed from that of thesg societies usually 
of Uniformity with respect to the colleges, In the | meeting in Maj, es their report was not submitted to 
spirit in which those measures had been advocated they | be meeting, but to a Coun . krom the members. 
eould find promise of the final triumph of their At their last N they looked forward to a probable: 
They did not hope for large nuit ors of Hhenge in the constitution of, the House of Commons as 
en ever to forsake their Church, but their | likely to promote the interests they had in view; and 
tion was that many of them would see that it | the friends of the Society thought if a good opportunity 
w =e to the best interests of their Church that 42, upon candidates the ecclesiastical questions they 
ft should separated from the State, The resolution — 
then passed. er number 


much at heart. The result was, in th 
9 — of Commons there was a son — 

ove Who sy mpathised, : 4 

Mr. Mrath, who was received with loud cheers, moved | mente of the —— pone oF dean, tha move 
the next resolution ;: — | that the Liberal members of that House went along 
gy on — 14 — 3 — tect with the Liberation Society in the principles they held, 

a © pri noipie 1 1 
Serben tion has been again aiirered by the en of dat they certainly did regard with some degree 


ot interest aud with feelin of justice, the ques- 
mona, l * 9 
willingness of femaontt — * of he Chur of nglan¢ tions which that Society 


| without committing themsel — . — 1 4 
to abandon compulsory exactions for religious es, and um ves to t gu 0 
sincerely desiring a just settlement of this 133 Boe tote principles, they were certainly in — of 
question, the Council does not feel itself at liberty to esist measures of progress, measures which would certainly 
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oo 
|x 
os 


the Parliamen 
‘ much — 
annial Conference— 
press and the 


to a tion made at the last 
the oh to a 


platform as a means of disseminating their 
. The Executive Oommittee had engaged 
tlemen to lecture upon the objects of the 
ety, and the result was that much thought and 
much disenssion had ensued, and attention had been 
éalled to the objects of the Society and to the 1 
they advanced. As much good effect he believed had 
resulted from this, as from large public meetings. With 
respect to the funds of the Society, he had the pleasure 
announce that the income for the past 5 was 
,6007. an increase of 3, O00. over the incom of last year. 
That income, if continued to promise for the 


next five years, would give them a sum not much 
than 40, 


1 
l. —a sum which was an earnest of the zeal aipl 


E 


Let them render honour to whom honour was due, 
not forged their 


culties which the 


had to meet 


7 


titade to Mr. Hadfield, who 


ht this matter for- 


et PEPE. .. 


hed — 
had now won the hot by the 0 R ; 
victory, (Cheers.) The very esteem in which that equity. 1 
atleman was beld in the House of Commons, where | ' longed to the 1] } 
hiony met with but little sympathy, was a proof established in this 147 
at petseverance, unbending consistency, aad — all. They 1 
flinching resolution, would sooner of later have dheir thes 1 
reward. The next question wae that of Ohurehs without | 4} 
rates, about which even some of their own | éupport. 11 
were somewhat suspicious and doubtfal. Those rates they sometimes 1 a 
were kept up very much for the same reason as the and State Sas nocentany 1 
oath test, It could not be for the sake of the money but f Pia 
for a Church which could do so much for itself woul emost 1 
never keep up such an agitation for the sake of 250, 000%, for they ed 
The her em 4 fe be asa badge of superiority and fit after i i 
an instrumént o 8 and partly because it was of 1 
argued, and very logically, that if there were State forces ith 


Fans the funds for their repair and for the main : 
ande of their worship ought to be raised by public | d 


taxation. They had seen that there was a principle 
involved in the ion, and it A that pe th 
ad been conceded ia the course af the 


28 


e of coercion 


and fidelity and d nation of their constituents in last debate apes that matter that they ought to rejoice 
carrying on the work they had m. The speaker in the pro or the of that great co 7 moun 

went on to refer to the Parliamentary enotess of the They would no doubt have liked it better if they could 

Society in connection with Church-rates, the Oaths have done it in their own have seoured E. 

Bill, the Qualification for Offices Bill, the two 


Universi ls, and the debate on the 
He would express his own opinion that the ques- 
tion which was dear to them all was in a more 
favourable 2 than they had ever known it to 
be. From its commencement he never doubted its 
final success. The question was not one of expediency, 
but one for which th had the authorit 
of the Bible for maintaining. They saw in tha 
Word that the Church of the living God was to 
be 8 separated from the power and control and 
favour of man. He thought the time was not far 
distant ‘when they would realise the principles that 
actuated them; and their duty was to prepare 
public opinion to take advantage of any circumstances 
which the hand of Providence might present for open- 
ing the way to the solution of the great question. They 
must, adopt political means for their object, because the 
Church of England had been made a political Charch by 
its connection with the State. He had no wish that 
Church people as fa body should be polit but he 
wished that every religions man should remember that 
he was a citizen of a great country, and that he should 
bring his religious experience and character to bear upon 
all he did in connection with his citizenship. They were 
told that, were * * separated from the State, it 
ara bey Brey 4 ts 28 but * * oie in the 
volun . eat ans, as he ose 
‘forth by other denom to sup the religious 
services of the country. And he could not give to the 
Nonconformists any greater oredit for seal in the su 
port of their own form of worship than, he believed, 
due to Episcopalians in the support of theirs. 


eers. ) 

_ At the close of the Chairman’s address Mr, Spurgeon 
entered the room, and was most enthusiastically cheered. 
The Rev. J. G. Roans, of Clapham, moved the first 
resolution, which was as follows :— 
That this meeting rejoices at the advance of public opinion 
‘in the direction of the objects aimed at by this Society, as 
evidenced by the results of the recent general election ; b 


sh Church. 


*— position of the Ohurch · rate ques- 
tion; and by the ingnesa evinced in the Universities and 
in Parliament to abandon sectarian tests in national educa- 
tional institutions. That in these and other facts the meetin 
finds proofs of the value of the Society's past operations, an 
incentives to new and more vigorous efforts on its behalf, 


He said the resolution seemed intended to be the key- 


note of the meeting, and was an indication that their | was 


apirit was to be on 
which they h 
many res 


mainly, of rejoicing over the 
made during the past year, which 
pects had been one of the most eventful in 
the history of the Society, not only in the direct results 
which had been secured, but even more in the indirect 
wer which had been exerted, and the promise which 
ad been ree of greater fruit to be reaped in the 
future. (Cheers.) Last year they were in the midst of 
political stagnation and inactivity. He would not say 
‘who was the cause of this, because they should never 
‘speak fll of those who were gone, but there was an idea 
‘afloat that they had outlived all controversy, and that 
‘the time for fighting political battles was gone. He 
was afraid, even looking at the manifestation of pablic 
feeling on the Jamaica question, that there had been a 
considerable emasculation of liberal feelings and prin- 
ciples in large numbers of 1 in this country. But 
now there was happily a „He did not say that 
the time of the singing of birds had come, but a great 
deal of the gloom of the winter had gone, and there 
were signs awakening life and vity in every 
part of the political world, ) Review 
told the country very shortly after the fate elec- 
tions how much the Liberation Society had con 
tributed towards the triumph of the Li party. 
There were some who thought that when there was a 
proposal made to raise a 425 fund of 30, 000“. for the 
| Of the Society, the intention was to use this 
money in bribing the constituencies to return men to 
Parliament who would support the Society's principles 
but he could assure those who held this opinion that 
this was not the way in which the Liberation Soolet 
would stain its hands, and that if they had contributed, 
as they really had, to the success of the Liberal feu it 
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was not owing to the subtlety of any measures 
adopted, to any N 


partioular craft with which their secre- 
tary was endowed, nor to their skill in electoral 
organisation: but it was owing to the fact that they had 
to a very large extent imp the minds of the 
electors with great 
‘and that those princi 
aud vindicated upon 
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hear, At present they were so u egislative con- ail * 4 
trol hei shes could 8 do this, and al cet do any- wedy of th | 
thing in relation with it without tha intervention of the accordance Holy 5 
vestry, in which every parishioner had a § to » _ affairs, 1 
appear and to vote. Surely if the ters réjoieed i 
had their principle conceded to them they might . 7 
easily give up the legal right whieh the others 15 ! was great | 14 
would undowbtedly possess, and allow ** to vo ‘principle was not 5 
their money without any interferenoe. They wou understood as d ought) te. be. He 4 
not be prepared to concdde anys beyond this, and , informed on subject in i 
if any compromise of their dist active noiple were | ‘There it was 1 
they would at once say, that th that 1 
vod yet th and were was less 
2. still, and that until the principle of * mae he 92 os two-thirds of 
rfect freedom in matter was sec must the populition did support their own 
— BP the controversy, qpethey uroh They mig he all 
now being was tha ia practice, 
national seats of to all classes the would eden follow. ) 
bjects. It seemed a strange thing that at but not ae 
ot day they should be o to argue the right of 14 
classes to take their proper place, w 5 1 
place might be, in those institutions, and that if a : 


collegiate distine- 
h he might have 

0 the 4 
ties or the colleges had to bestow 
for such literary excellence. The thing was so self - 
evident that it was erful how it could ever have 


been in dispute, bat iy, wets bound to say that no 


the Obairman and a. 

9 an an n. 

, ys voted against th . 

been in ie Phalest Another griev- 
oblige 
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action of the Liberation Society could ever have p 
now bean placed by the 
action of men of liberal minds and of high culture and 
enerous sentiment in the Church iteelf, who preferred 


ustice to their own particular sect, and who were 


convinced that the d state of th was 
and had honestly Gene that it abel de 0 


fied. Ib -w 2 times 
. bee Schatten te 
growing 1 among the undergraduates 


ary ous freedom and attach- 


the would enjoy certain privil 
— oonsoi 4 Dissenter woud 
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7 . adeonnt. Another grievan . 
undef whi fas. Whi it) 
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er the hee) of 
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nati 
of the great * 
0 6 0 
ment to the of console ro 
determination to sweep away . 
exolasiveness in those Universities, He 
he had looked with some anxiety on the o 
Universities pang A ange olroumstan 
found, from the little experience ng 
undergraduates, that there were withia the walls of the 
University at the present time undes sur- 
rounded by all the temptations could appeal to 
ambitious men to desert their principles, but whose 
fidelity, consistency, and stedfastness were examples 
worthy of imitation by all around them. (Cheers.) But | by 
were not the only signs of They had ua 
as 
y 


. show 
Om, ane 
te noes 
the thed 
It Was which was 1 
ore 6 0K a a 


au they 
tious 


u 
t, and th 
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progress. y 

now into the hands of a new Government, and 
they he t reason to congratulate themselves on the 
fact of Mr. Gladstone being now the leader of the 
IAberal party in the House of Commons, (Cheers.) He 
did not for a moment su that Mr. Gladstone 
sympsthised with all their opinions, or that he was not 
a most loyal and devoted son of the Church of which he 
was so distioguished an ornament. (Hear, hear.) But 
in him they had to deal with a man of high principle, 
who would not truockle to mere expediency, and who 
desired to do right, thotigh hejmight sometimes come 
across them, he would rather have to meet him as an 
ent than he would meet with mavy meu who were | sys 
tent to profess ee simply because they 
thought it expedient to have their help. (Cheers.) A better 
tone sn also marking men in other results of public 
life. ere was a known as ‘‘educated Liberals” 
who were better represented by Earl Grosvenor than by 
Mr. Gladstone, bat there was among them ter 
sympathy with principles such as theirs than might have 
been expected. They did not believe in government by 
the people, but they did believe in government for the 
peopie, and with many of them that government would 

nelude religious equality. Even the Nimes had late 

stated that religious eq was now demanded 115 
classes of the people, Another thiog for thankfulness 
was the growth of similar principles to theirs in. the 
Church of — cay itself. It had lately been stated by 
the North Review that ell yo a quarter of a 
million of the income of the Charch had been derived 
from private sources. He would not have it supposed, 
because var had made this p that they were 
going to win the battle at once. re were many 
e E eee te to ag my on the 4 side, wi 
eved to as Scriptaral ag they 
believed theirs to be. The question was not a Dis- 
senter’s question at all, What they asked was that the 
rights of ous equality should be recognised, and this 
was a question for them, not as Dissenters, but as 
citizens, and above all as Christians. The great diffi- 


6,000. 


deaco 


m 
one o garde 
had indeed cause for rejoicing, and they 


See 


May 9, 1866. 


THE NONCONFORMIST. 


cnlane wore revolting from their hierarchy ; 
and how much more would that be the case if they saw 
subsidised hush-money 2 by « divi. 
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roting of subject, and the arguments which 
‘pervaded | place. Last e concurred in 
have thonght of taking up the young people should be taught 
fie plan of Mr, Fan qiiestion of the Tris Ohurch 
1 — question ot the 


The Rev. O. H. Spurnczom, who was greeted with 
great applause, moved :— 
That, believing it to be, at the present time, the duty of the 
of 4 to — 4 with 
earnestness among all classes of the community, this 
meeting warmly os of the recent measures of the Execu- 
tive Committee having in ae epg rejoices that 
augmented pecuniary resources will them etically 
to prosecute this important department of the opera- 
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the Society, and they 
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how he could interfere in 


ple were perfectly inconsistent ; for if 
were attacked in the streets they would cry for the 
which they had no right to do according to their 
own a If their 
ploy a solicitor to take the case into Court, 


to Pm a 1 and Aen. — 


ve t privileges as 
eB noel, we disc 
them as citizens. He 


zens, they were » a8 
the duties which devolved upon 
eld that in this, as in some 2 
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here, ship where each one was bound to do his duty. What was 
done? ie Risto bet ageodio Ship, and Uf eg were borne neram 
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1 in the business. 
ualising | better. 
n hich was so wild and —. 1 they Te be too spiritual-minded 
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osition that it was difficult to speak of it 1 and to Weir 
ew endowments for what? For es and have themselves proclaimed as outlaws. Another 
without parish and without flocks? | class of people were those terribly conservative brethren 
People were really those endowments and | who had s to them as lullaby those famous 
edistributions, in order that one party might buttress up! words, As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 


was in danger they | eno 


| was an honest 


These were all 
for a quiet life. They 
WAS only gilded 

oe et, eS ee the . aah pe 

as an were 80, they were no 
more than old shoes. But this to lead a quiet 
life savoured of a very. of selfishness, 
which they would d, and 
would not be silent, they might make 
heaven was 

that they would have to 
have to feel their kecl 
How was it 0 to 
t without ing into collision with 


coming 
thing for truth without being 
7 Tho ht think it to be 
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5 t number 
of good Nonoonformists who did not 1 * heartily 
in the work of the Socie 


that, in 
ally and truly 


te pop, ta it he Governments Goo e 
en the res rested wit e people. 
Now would of dem wish to offer to God whet ey 
dis by force from another man? He thought not ; 
really doing it unless they come out 
agitating Church- 


Neither did they wish to punish any man for conscience’ 
sake. Now they would not him for being a 
nor keep him from the honours of the Univer- 

sity, it he had f earned them; but yet they all took 
Catering J wos! es yarns A pel wg a apt 
protes ng done 
and exerted their influence at it, Would they 


. — to be responsible for the inig uities of the Established 
urch ? They er did, 
th nsible, bot 


and yet they were respo h for that and for 
Maynooth, unless in some practical form bore their 
witness against the endowment system. Was there 


any one there who would like to be accountable 
action of the Established Church in relation to 
baptized infants? A singular instance 
this had just occurred. A poor woman in the coun- 
ildren at a bi and as they were 

to die the curate was sent for to baptize them. 
was busy, and did not go, and during the 
the children died, Next morning the 
the child left alive, which soon after 
mother asked if all three might be buried 
The curate consented, but the Evangelical 
rector heard of it and would not allow the service to be 
the two who had died during the night! 
three children were put into one „ and when 
they got to the church the two were taken out and left 
belfry stairs, while the service was read over the 
other ; some dirt was thrown in, which was afterwards 
and the two other children in the 

coffin. ( of ‘“‘Shame.”) Could there be an atrocity 
more fearful? Yet these men were only acting in 
accordance with the regulations of the Church 
Eng of those pre- 

in the responsi- 

bility of such an enormity if they did not fear- 
lessly enter their protest against it. took it to be 
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ting | the duty of a Christian man either to join that Society, 


or in some other form to advocate its principles, not 
only on the considerations which he had already 
ventured to offer, as to eee om the responsibility 
of sin, but from the very h rinciples of their re- 
ey MD gy Fe Be Lh hg oe 

m ve ns tion. ey 
stood up boldly and d 


their hearts and 
consciences were God’s, and God’s alone, and that 
none on interfere with them or 
control them. He looked upon the Society, 


too 

as lifting up a very bold testimen in the fas of all 

men for the taslity of rsligion. "The day had gone 

by for con LIN | 
but the same spirit still remained, and men were foolish 

ugh to imagine that they would legislate for spiritual 

: by Acts of Parliament, whereas the spirit of true 

was too divine, too mysterious to come under 

e domination of man. There was one thing for which 


‘he liked the Society, and which had won for it his 


respect. He heard it said that some gentlemen, Dr. 
Foster and others, had done much mischief by declaring 
the objects of the Society too fully before a Parlia- 
mentary committee. He loathed all sorts of craft, 
and when he heard this he could see that the Society 
, and went not by policy but by 
2 (Cheers,) If these priociples were wrong 
es them give them up, but if they were right, as they 


knew them to be, then they must sink orswim by them. 

Mr. Spurgeon concluded by urging the meeting to re- 

newed diligence in the battle in which they were 

— and expressed a hope that in the end the 
would be with truth with the right. 

The Rev. MARK WILKS seconded the resolution, which 
was carried 2828888 and the meeting closed with a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Duncan 
Maclaren, Eeq., M. P., seconded by Mr. Henry Lee, of 
Manchester, supported by Mr. Edward Miall, 
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